
Liturgical Norms:  Scripture & Readers 
 
B. OFFICES AND MINISTRIES 
 
Instituted Lectors 
 
6.8.1 The lector is instituted to proclaim the readings from Sacred Scripture, with the exception of the 
Gospel. He may also announce the intentions for the Prayer of the Faithful and, in the absence of a 
psalmist, proclaim the Psalm between the readings. In the Eucharistic celebration, the lector has his own 
proper office, which he must exercise personally. 
 
6.8.2 A layman who is to be installed in the ministry of lector on a stable basis must have completed his 
twenty-first year of age. The candidate must also possess the skills necessary for an effective 
proclamation of the Word or service at the altar, be a fully initiated member of the Catholic Church, be 
free of any canonical penalty, and live a life which befits the ministry to be undertaken. 
 
6.8.3 In the dioceses of the United States of America, lectors may wear the alb and cincture or other 
suitable vesture or other appropriate and dignified clothing. 
 
Readers 
 
6.9.1 In the absence of instituted lectors, other laypersons may be commissioned to proclaim the readings 
from Sacred Scripture. 
 
6.9.2 The Order for the Blessing of Readers may be used when readers first begin their ministry. 
However, any ceremony associated with the deputation of readers must not have any semblance to the 
ceremony of sacred ordination, nor may such ceremony have a form analogous to that of the conferral of 
the ministries of lector or acolyte. 
 
6.9.3 Readers should be truly suited to perform this function and should receive careful preparation, so 
that the faithful by listening to the readings from the sacred texts may develop in their hearts a warm and 
living love for Sacred Scripture. They must also possess the skills necessary for an effective proclamation 
of the Word or service at the altar, be fully initiated members of the Catholic Church, be free of any 
canonical penalty, and live lives which befit the ministry to be undertaken.  
 
6.9.4 In the dioceses of the United States of America, readers may wear the alb and cincture or other 
suitable vesture or other appropriate and dignified clothing. 
 
6.9.5 The reading of Scripture during a Eucharistic celebration in the Catholic Church is to be done by 
Catholics. On exceptional occasions and for a just cause, the Archbishop may permit a baptized non-
Catholic to take on the task of reader. 
 
 
 


